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2026 Diocesan Services Appeal
Homily Helps

Recommended for Commitment Weekend, March 7 & 8
Alternatively, for Announcement Weekend, February 28 & March 1

It is important for the pastor to endorse the DSA and inspire the faithful to participate with his own comments as part of or prior to the Commitment Talk on March 7 & 8, at which time parishioners are asked to make their gift commitments and complete and submit the pledge envelopes.

It is important for the pastor to make his gift decision at the start of the appeal and to let his parishioners know that he has made his gift and why he has done so.  This must be done in a sincere manner and not one that indicates any compulsion to do so.

The following are some remarks for the pastor to consider in preparing his thoughts and comments:

Our 2026 Diocesan Services Appeal (DSA) theme is: “What we give is what we have from the Lord”. These words, from King David, are a powerful reminder to give thanks to God for all the gifts that we have in our lives. These gifts are not ours to cling to, but they are God’s gifts entrusted to us for His purpose.  We are called to offer all that we are and all that we have back to God in love.
The DSA provides an opportunity to direct our hearts toward the Lord and give of ourselves – a grateful response to our Lord’s gift of His whole self to us. Our DSA gifts and their effects are a powerful testimony to both our community and to the broader society of our Catholic faith. 

· While DSA involves a gift of money – DSA is about so much more than money.  DSA helps us all, as donors and beneficiaries, to move along the path of discipleship. Together, we can follow the Lord and witness to the salvation given to us in Jesus Christ.

How can we move along the path of discipleship together?

We can support our seminarians to get the best training they can have to be good and holy leaders of our church.  We can care for our senior priests who have dedicated a life of service to the church and its people.

We can serve those people who are helping God’s people who are most in need.  We can ensure that Catholic Charities has the resources required to make a difference in their lives and to provide the help and hope they need.  

We can make sure that our parish staff and parish schools have professional resources available.  We can’t do everything on our own here at 		 parish.  We need the expertise of worship, and finance, and legal, and human resources professionals at the diocese that serve and support our parish ministries and operations.

Let’s join together to make sure our seminarians, our clergy, our Catholic Charities workers, and our parish staff, catechists and educators and all who are engaged in the life of the church have the resources they need to do their jobs well, and help us form a strong Catholic community of disciples here at 		 parish.

· Perhaps you can give a gift that really represents giving something of your substance.  A sacrificial gift will certainly be rewarded.

I have made my gift commitment and it feels right to give to the campaign that has made so much of my work possible.  I have contributed because 			.  I hope you feel as good about making your gift decision as I do. 


· I would be delighted if our parish showed a higher percentage of participation this year. This helps all of us truly know how much we trust in the Lord.  So please commit to something and help us move along a path of discipleship together.

I invite you to prayerfully consider making a gift to the DSA this year. Whether it’s your first time giving or you’ve supported the DSA in the past, please know that your gift – no matter the size – is deeply appreciated.

· I am grateful beyond words for the dedication, commitment, and sacrifice of the people of this parish to engage in the many evangelizing and social ministries of our wider Church.  May you be blessed for all that you do for one another.


image1.png
b

DIOCESAN





