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ENCOURAGE SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
Roman Catholic Diocese of Lansing Chapter

When: Sunday March 17, 2013 from 2:30 to 4:00pm
Where:

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
9565 Musch Rd.
Brighton, Michigan 48116

Directions: US-23 to Silver Lake Rd. Exit (exit #55) West on Silver Lake Rd. to Whitmore
Lake Rd. (a short distance). South on Whitmore Lake Rd. to Winans Lake Rd.(a three way stop). West
on Winans Lake Rd. approximately one mile to entrance marked with a sign for Holy Spirit
Cemetery and Holy Spirit Rectory and School. Turn left. We meet in portable classroom
number four. Look for Encourage Meeting signs.

Last month we had the privilege and the blessing of meeting with our Bishop
of the Diocese of Lansing, the Most Reverend Earl Boyea. Like his predecessor,
Bishop (Emeritus) Carl Mingeling, Bishop Boyea has been very supportive of the
Courage and EnCourage ministry. Soon after being appointed to the Diocese, Bishop
Boyea moved our offices and center of operation from a parish location within the
diocese to the central Diocesan offices. This meant a lot to us. He communicated to
all in the Diocese that Courage and EnCourage is an important ministry that he wants
close to him. Our meeting was to simply share our story and report on our activities
on behalf of the Diocese.
As we were leaving his office, he asked an important question that had
actually been on our minds for some time. “Do you have a successor in mind,
someone who will continue the ministry?” “No, we don’t”, was our reply, “but we
need to.” Those of you who receive this letter and live within the Diocese should,
perhaps, commit this to prayer. We also have National and International
responsibilities, but for that we have several who could take our place. Locally,
however, we need help. Please pray. No, we are not retiring, just looking ahead.
Speaking of prayer, we have included a prayer for the coming conclave and
would urge you to add it to your daily prayers. One of our EnCourage members
shared this with us. You might also be interested in adopting a Cardinal for whom

you can pray. Go to www.adoptacardinal.org and follow the prompts. There are probably
a number of sites that offer you the opportunity to pray for a Cardinal; this one
assigns a Cardinal to you.
Additionally, we have enclosed an article by Dale Alfiquist, who is the
world’s foremost G. K. Chesterton scholar and has a regular program on EWTN. He
offers unique insights that we thought you would find enlightening.
Remember please that we unite to pray each Thursday to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus in reparation for our sins and the sins against human sexuality such as same-sex
behavior and abortion. Reparation is making amends for the wrongs committed
through our sinful condition. Additionally, we pray as intercessors for all our loved
ones who will, like the prodigal, someday return home. We generally follow the
model given to us by St. Margaret Mary Alacoque in the booklet Holy Hour of
Reparation published by CMJ Marian Publishers. If you would like a copy of the
booklet, we have a small supply in our office or you can order one by calling the
publisher at 1-888-636-6799. Another beautiful prayer is the Chaplet ofthe Precious
Blood that is available upon request. “That the necessity of reparation is especially
urgent today must be evident to everyone who considers the present plight of the
world, ‘seated in wickedness’. The Sacred Heart of Jesus promised to St. Margaret
Mary that He would reward abundantly with His graces all those who should render
this honor to His Heart.” (Pope Pius XI Encyclical Miserentissimus)
Please note if you cannot attend the March 17th meeting, our next regular
meeting is April 21, 2013.
For more information regarding our meetings, or to talk about the issue of
same-sex attraction in your lives, call our Diocesan office at 517-342-2596 or email
us at caverart@comcast.net
We look forward to meeting with you. Let us remember, however, to always
respect the right of each to complete confidentiality.

Trusting in Jesus,

Bob and Susan Cavera
May the God of all grace who called us to his eternal glory through Christ
Jesus restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish us after we have suffered a little
Amen.
1 Peter 5: 10-11
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and It’s Not

by Dale Ahiquist

1~
One of the pressing issues of Chesterton’s time was “birth control.” He not only
objected to the idea, he objected to the very term because it meant the opposite of
what it said. It meant no birth and no control. I can only imagine he would have the
same objections about “gay marriage.” The idea is wrong, but so is the name. It is
not gay and it is not marriage.
Chesterton was so consistently right in his pronouncements and prophecies because
he understood that anything that attacked the family was bad for society. That is
why he spoke out against eugenics and contraception, against divorce and “free
love” (another term he disliked because of its dishonesty), but also against wage
slavery and compulsory state-sponsored education and mothers hiring other people
to do what mothers were designed to do themselves. It is safe to say that Chesterton
stood up against every trend and fad that plagues us today because every one of
those trends and fads undermines the family. Big Government tries to replace the
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family’s authority, and Big Business tries to replace the family’s autonomy. There is
a constant commercial and cultural pressure on father, mother, and child. They are
minimized and marginalized and, yes, mocked. But as Chesterton says, “This
triangle of truisms, of father, mother and child, cannot be destroyed; it can only
destroy those civilizations which disregard it.”
This latest attack on the family is neither the latest nor the worst. But it has a shock
value to it, in spite of the process of dc-sensitization that the information and
entertainment industries have been putting us through the past several years. Those
who have tried to speak out against the normalization of the abnormal have been
met with “either slanging or silence,” as Chesterton was when he attempted to argue
against the faddish philosophies that were promoted by the major newspapers in his
day. In 1926, he warned, “The next great heresy will be an attack on morality,
especially sexual morality.” His warning has gone unheeded, and sexual morality
has decayed progressively. But let us remember that it began with birth control,
which is an attempt to create sex for sex’s sake, changing the act of love into an act
of selfishness. The promotion and acceptance of lifeless, barren, selfish sex has
logically progressed to homosexuality.
Chesterton shows that the problem of homosexuality as an enemy of civilization is
quite old. In The Everlasting Man, he describes the nature-worship and “mere
mythology” that produced a perversion among the Greeks. “Just as they became
unnatural by worshipping nature, so they actually became unmanly by worshipping
man.” Any young man, he says, “who has the luck to grow up sane and simple” is
naturally repulsed by homosexuality because “it is not true to human nature or to
common sense.” He argues that if we attempt to act indifferent about it, we are
fooling ourselves. It is “the illusion of familiarity,” when “a perversion become[s] a
convention.”
In Heretics, Chesterton almost makes a prophecy of the misuse of the word “gay.”
He writes of “the very powerful and very desolate philosophy of Oscar Wilde. It is
the carpe diem religion.” Carpe diem means “seize the day,” do whatever you want
and don’t think about the consequences, live only for the moment. “But the carpe
diem religion is not the religion of happy people, but of very unhappy people.”
There is a hopelessness as well as a haplessness to it. When sex is only a momentary
pleasure, when it offers nothing beyond itself, it brings no fulfillment. It is literally
lifeless. And as Chesterton writes in his book St. Francis ofAssisi, the minute sex
ceases to be a servant, it becomes a tyrant. This is perhaps the most profound
analysis of the problem of homosexuals: they are slaves to sex. They are trying to
“pervert the future and unmake the past.” They need to be set free.
Sin has consequences. Yet Chesterton always maintains that we must condemn the
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sin and not the sinner. And no one shows more compassion for the fallen than G.K.
Chesterton. Of Oscar Wilde, whom he calls “the Chief of the Decadents,” he says
that Wilde committed “a monstrous wrong” but also suffered monstrously for it,
going to an awful prison, where he was forgotten by all the people who had earlier
toasted is cavalier rebelliousness. “His was a complete life, in that awful sense in
which your life and mine are incomplete; since we have not yet paid for our sins. In
that sense one might call it a perfect life, as one speaks of a perfect equation; it
cancels out. On the one hand we have the healthy horror oft e evil; on t e other the
healthy horror of the punishment.”
Chesterton referred to Wilde’s homosexual behavior as a “highly civilized” sin,
something that was a worse affliction among the wealthy and cultured classes. It
was a sin that was never a temptation for Chesterton, and he says that it is no great
virtue for us never to commit a sin for which we are not tempted. That is another
reason we must treat our homosexual brothers and sisters with compassion. We
know our own sins and weaknesses well enough. Philo of Alexandria said, “Be
kind. Everyone you meet is fighting a terrible battle.” But compassion must never
compromise with evil. Chesterton points out that balance that our truth must not be
pitiless, but neither can our pity be untruthful. Homosexuality is a disorder. It is
contrary to order. Homosexual acts are sinful, that is, they are contrary to God’s
order. They can never be normal. And worse yet, they can never even be even. As
Chesterton’s great detective Father Brown says:
en may keep a sort of level of
good, but no man has ever been able to keep on one level of evil. That road goes
down and down.”
“

Marriage is between a man and a woman. That is the order. And the Catholic
Church teaches that it is a sacramental order, with divine implications. The world
has made a mockery of marriage that has now culminated with homosexual unions.
But it was heterosexual men and women who paved the way to this decay. Divorce,
which is an abnormal thing, is now treated as normal. Contraception, another
abnormal thing, is now treated as normal. Abortion is still not normal, but it is legal.
Making homosexual “marriage” legal will not make it normal, but it will add to the
confusion of the times. And it will add to the downward spiral of our civilization.
But Chesterton’s prophecy remains: We will not be able to destroy the family. We
will merely destroy ourselves by disregarding the family.
The views expressed by the authors and editorial staff are not necessarily the views of
Sophia Institute, Holy Spirit College, or the Thomas More College of Liberal Arts.
By Dale Ahiquist

Dale Ahlquist is the president and co-founder ofthe American Chesterton Society.
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He is the creator and host ofthe Eternal Word Television Network
series, “G.K Chesterton: The Apostle ofCommon Sense.” Dale is the
author of G.K. Chesterton: Apostle of Common Sense and the recently
published The Complete Thinker. He is also the publisher ofGilbert
Magazine, and associate editor ofthe Collected Works ofG.K
Chesterton (Ignatius). He lives near Minneapolis with his wife and six children.
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Prayer For The Conclave
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, send
down your Spirit over the conclave. Let the Holy
Spirit inspire the hearts o t e Cardin s, t at t ey
ay choose the man most pleasing to you, as
Successor of Peter and your Vicar on earth. May
Mary, your Mother and Mot er of the Chu ch, be
our advocate. Amen.

www.adop acardinal.o g is one of several web sites that will help
you “adopt a Cardinal” if that also something that you would like to do.
What is important, however, is that we pray!!

