
Pray the Scriptures to Ask God About Vocation 
 

Col 1:9b-11 Prayer for God’s Will 
“May you attain full knowledge of God’s will through perfect wisdom and spiritual insight.  

Then you will lead a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way.  You will 

multiply good works of every sort and grow in the knowledge of God.  By the might of his glory 

you will be endowed with the strength needed to stand fast, even to endure joyfully whatever 

may come.” 

 

Rm 12:1-2 Discern God’s will for you 

“I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  Do not conform yourselves to this age but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and pleasing and perfect.
”
 

 

Jer 29:11-16 Be assured: God knows the plan He has for you 

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—oracle of the LORD—plans for your welfare 

and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.  When you call me, and come and pray to 

me, I will listen to you. When you look for me, you will find me. Yes, when you seek me with all 

your heart, I will let you find me—oracle of the LORD—and I will change your lot; I will gather 

you together from all the nations and all the places to which I have banished you—oracle of the 

LORD—and bring you back to the place from which I have exiled you.  As for your saying, 

“The LORD has raised up for us prophets here in Babylon”— Thus says the LORD concerning 

the king sitting on David’s throne and all the people living in this city, your kinsmen who did not 

go with you into exile;”  

 

Eph 1:11-14 We are chosen, designed for a purpose 

“In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who accomplishes 

all things according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist for the praise of his glory, 

we who first hoped in Christ. In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised holy Spirit, which is the 

first installment of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s possession, to the praise of his 

glory.
”
 

 

JN 15:16-17 God chooses us, calls us 
“It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that 

will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.  This I command 

you: love one another.
”
 

 

Mt 14:22-33 Jesus calls Peter to walk on water. 
 “After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by 

himself to pray.  When it was evening he was there alone.  Meanwhile the boat, already a few 

miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.  During the 

fourth watch of the night, he came toward them walking on the sea.  When the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.  At 
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once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, 

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  He said, “Come.”  Peter got out 

of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus.  But when he saw how strong the wind 

was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Immediately 

Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 

doubt?”  After they got into the boat, the wind died down.  Those who were in the boat did him 

homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” 

 

I Sam 3:1-10 The call of Samuel 

“During the time young Samuel was minister to the LORD under Eli, the word of the LORD was 

scarce and vision infrequent. One day Eli was asleep in his usual place. His eyes had lately 

grown so weak that he could not see.  The lamp of God was not yet extinguished, and Samuel 

was sleeping in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was.  The LORD called to 

Samuel, who answered, “Here I am.”  He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called me.” “I did 

not call you,” Eli answered. “Go back to sleep.” So he went back to sleep.  Again the LORD 

called Samuel, who rose and went to Eli. “Here I am,” he said. “You called me.” But he 

answered, “I did not call you, my son. Go back to sleep.”  Samuel did not yet recognize the 

LORD, since the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.  The LORD called 

Samuel again, for the third time. Getting up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am. You called 

me.” Then Eli understood that the LORD was calling the youth.  So he said to Samuel, “Go to 

sleep, and if you are called, reply, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” When Samuel 

went to sleep in his place, the LORD came and stood there, calling out as before: Samuel, 

Samuel! Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  The LORD said to Samuel: I 

am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears it ring.”  

 

Jer 1:4-9 Call of Jeremiah  

“The word of the LORD came to me: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before 

you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you. “Ah, Lord GOD!” I 

said, “I do not know how to speak. I am too young!” But the LORD answered me, ‘Do not say, 

“I am too young.” To whomever I send you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you shall 

speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you—oracle of the LORD.  Then 

the LORD extended his hand and touched my mouth, saying to me, ‘See, I place my words in 

your mouth!’” 

 

 

JN 1:35-39 Come and see  

“The next day John was there again with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, 

he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. 

Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?” They 

said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to 

them, “Come, and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed 

with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon.”  

 

Mt 19: 16-30 Calling of the Rich Young Man 

“Now someone approached him and said, “Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal life?” 

He answered him, “Why do you ask me about the good? There is only One who is good.  If you 



wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He asked him, “Which ones?” And Jesus 

replied, “‘You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear 

false witness; honor your father and your mother’; and ‘you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  The young man said to him, “All of these I have observed. What do I still lack?”  

Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to [the] poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this 

statement, he went away sad, for he had many possessions.  Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I 

say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of God.”  When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and 

said, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings this is 

impossible, but for God all things are possible.”  Then Peter said to him in reply, “We have given 

up everything and followed you. What will there be for us?” Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to 

you that you who have followed me, in the new age, when the Son of Man is seated on his throne 

of glory, will yourselves sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 

who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the 

sake of my name will receive a hundred times more, and will inherit eternal life.  But many who 

are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

 

Lk 10: 1-9 Harvest is abundant but laborers are few 

“The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every 

town and place he intended to visit.  He said to them, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers 

are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.  Go on your way; 

behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.  Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; 

and greet no one along the way.  Into whatever house you enter, first say, "Peace to this 

household."  If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return 

to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves 

payment. Do not move about from one house to another.  Whatever town you enter and they 

welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, 'The Kingdom of 

God is at hand for you.'" 

 

I Cor 6:15-20 Glorify God in your body! 
“Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take Christ’s members 

and make them the members of a prostitute?  Of course not! [Or] do you not know that anyone 

who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For “the two,” it says, “will 

become one flesh.” But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Avoid 

immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the immoral person sins 

against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a 

price. Therefore, glorify God in your body.” 

 

Psalm 139 God knows you 

“… LORD, you have probed me, you know me: 

 you know when I sit and stand; 

you understand my thoughts from afar. 

You sift through my travels and my rest; 



with all my ways you are familiar. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

LORD, you know it all. 

Behind and before you encircle me 

and rest your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

far too lofty for me to reach.  

Where can I go from your spirit? 

From your presence, where can I flee? 

If I ascend to the heavens, you are there; 

if I lie down in Sheol, there you are.  

If I take the wings of dawn 

and dwell beyond the sea,  

Even there your hand guides me, 

your right hand holds me fast. 

If I say, “Surely darkness shall hide me, 

and night shall be my light”  

Darkness is not dark for you, 

and night shines as the day. 

Darkness and light are but one.  

You formed my inmost being; 

you knit me in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you, because I am wonderfully made; 

wonderful are your works! 

My very self you know. 

My bones are not hidden from you, 

When I was being made in secret, 

fashioned in the depths of the earth.  

Your eyes saw me unformed; 

in your book all are written down;  

my days were shaped, before one came to be. 

How precious to me are your designs, O God; 

how vast the sum of them! 

Were I to count them, they would outnumber the sands; 

when I complete them, still you are with me.  

When you would destroy the wicked, O God, 

the bloodthirsty depart from me!  

Your foes who conspire a plot against you 

are exalted in vain. 

Do I not hate, LORD, those who hate you? 

Those who rise against you, do I not loathe?  

With fierce hatred I hate them, 

enemies I count as my own. 

Probe me, God, know my heart; 

try me, know my thoughts.  

See if there is a wicked path in me; 



lead me along an ancient path.” 

 

Ps 37:3-6 Trust in God 

“Trust in the LORD and do good 

that you may dwell in the land and live secure.  

Find your delight in the LORD 

who will give you your heart’s desire.  

Commit your way to the LORD; 

trust in him and he will act 

And make your righteousness shine like the dawn, 

your justice like noonday.  

Be still before the LORD; 

wait for him. 

Do not be provoked by the prosperous, 

nor by malicious schemers.” 

 

 

 


