


NATURAL FAMILY

PLANNING CLASSES
Important Note: Starting April
15, 2008, there will be a charge
of $10.00 per couple for all
Introduction to Natural Family
Planning Classes. The fee will
cover stipends and mileage for our
facilitators. The $10.00 fee must
be paid prior to attending class.
Make checks payable and mailed to:
Diocese of Lansing, 300 W. Ottawa
Street, Lansing, MI 48933.

Introduction to Natural Family
Planning

« Thursday, May 1, 2008, 7:00 -
9:00pm, St. Robert Bellarmine
Parish, Flushing

« Thursday, May 1, 2008, 7:00

- 9:00pm, Holy Spirit Parish,
Hamburg

« Tuesday, May 20, 2008, 10:00am
- 12:00pm, St. James Parish, Mason
» Tuesday, May 20, 2008, 6:00 -
8:00pm, St. Therese, Lansing

« Wednesday, May 28, 2008, 7:00 -
9:00pm, St. Thomas Aquinas, East
Lansing

Pre-registration is required. There
is a $10.00 per couple fee, payable
prior to first day of class. Contact:
NFP Program at 517-342-2587 or
nfp@dioceseoflansing.org.

The new Introduction to Natural
Family Planning DVD is available
in both English and Spanish. Cost
is $5.00 each. We will send a
complimentary copy to any parish.
Call: NFP office at 517-342-2587.

ICDA-MIDWEST

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Flint Catholic Deaf Group #83
is hosting this conference at
MSU Kellogg Center on April
25 - 27, 2008. The theme is
“Together with Jesus” and Fr.
Michael Depcik, OSFS is the main
presenter. Registration for the
main event on Saturday is only
$50 per person. Contact: Rose
Smith at 517-342-2532 or rsmith@
dioceseoflansing.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ﬂj

HUMAN TRAFFICKING SEMINARS
Plan to attend the Human Trafficking Seminar focusing on
Juvenile Sexploitation sponsored by the Department of Catholic
Charities. There will be national speakers from the FBI, Law, Medicine and
Social Services. The seminar will be offered at two locations: April 24 at
the Sarvis Center, Flint and April 25 at Washtenaw Community
College, Ann Arbor. The day will begin with registration at 8:30am
and conclude at 3:00pm. Continental breakfast and buffet lunch are
included for $10.00. For registration information, call: Kristen in Flint at
810-232-9950, ext. 132 or Kathy in Ann Arbor at 734-971-9781, ext. 408.

ENDOW
ENDOW (Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women) is a series of
study guides about the nature of women based on the encyclicals of Pope
John Paul IT and other Church teaching. These 8-part guides cover the
Letter to Women, Mulieras Dignitatum, St. Thomas Aquinas and others.
There is also a 4-part guide for 10 — 13 year old girls called Girl Genius.
A high school guide is being produced for the fall of 2008. For more

information, contact: Rory at rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org or go to
the website for ENDOW.

DID YOU KNOW?

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH
You may want to consider the presentation “In Our Own Voice” for
your parish. “In Our Own Voice” (IOOV) is a unique public education
program developed by NAMI in which two trained consumer speakers
share compelling personal stories about living with mental illness and
achieving recovery. IOOV is an opportunity for those who have struggled
with mental illness to gain confidence and to share their individual
experiences of recovery and transformation. Throughout the IOOV
presentation, audience members are encouraged to offer feedback and
ask questions. Audience participation is an important aspect of IOOV
because the more audience members become involved, the closer they
come to understanding what it is like to live with a mental illness and
stay in recovery. Contact: Teresa at ritz5514@sbcglobal.net to have an
IOOV presentation in your parish. A free will offering is accepted for a
presentation.

RETREAT DAY FOR SIGHT IMPAIRED/BLIND PERSONS
Ministry with Persons with disAbilities will hold a retreat, “Jesus Ever
Ancient Ever New” from May 13 - 15, 2008 at St. Francis Retreat

Center. Contact: 517-342-2497 or jdavis@dioceseoflansing.org for more
information. RSVP is required for this three-day event.

REGIONAL CAREGIVER RETREAT
Ministry with Persons with disAbilities is sponsoring a Regional Caregiver
Retreat Day at St. Patrick Parish in Brighton on April 19 beginning at
2:00pm and ending with Mass at 5:00pm. Sr. Joanne Belloli will lead
the workshop for caregivers on “Stories from the Gospel of John”. 1f
you are interested in attending, please contact: 517-342-2497 or jdavis@

dioceseoflansing.org to register by April 14th.
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES ﬂj

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
Bishop Carl Mengeling recently wrote a letter to all of the Department of
Corrections Catholic inmates in the diocese inviting them to attend services
and renew their faith over the Easter season. His letter was sent to over
one thousand Catholics in the diocese who are currently serving sentences
in the state system. Many more are confined to the county jails and youth
facilities. His letter has generated many responses that reflect a hunger for
spiritual nourishment among that population. Many wrote of their desire
to live the Gospel truths and grow in the love of the Lord. Others wrote
of their need for volunteers who would share the Word of God with them.
One woman wrote that she is “sad that few or no Catholic volunteers are
willing to sacrifice a few hours of their time for me.” She asks that he find
“volunteers who are willing to offer their time each week to minister to my
soul as well as my fellow inmates.” She concludes her letter with Matthew
25:36-40. If you are willing to share your faith either as a volunteer or
letter writer, call: Tim Metts at 517-342-2495.

SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR THE DEAF
AT DESALES CENTER
Two of the programs with a religious focus are Deaf Youth Leadership
Week, July 20 - 25, and Religious ASL Week, July 27 - August 1. The youth
week is directed by Fr. Michael Depcik and Kid Fedio and is intended for
Deaf and hard of hearing teens ages 13 - 16 who want to have an enjoyable
time while learning about God and the Catholic Faith. Cost is $200.

Religious ASL Week is designed for priests, deacons and seminarians,
qualified working interpreters and Deaf Lectors. Participants will

have an opportunity to learn how to convey religious concepts for ASL
congregations. Deaf presenters Fr. Depcik, Deacon Pat Graybill, Deacon
Sommers and a number of hearing professionals will present this program.
Cost is $360. For more information, please contact: Rose Smith at

517-342-2532 or rsmith@dioceseoflansing.org.

MIGRANT CAMP MINISTRY
The 2008 migrant farm season in the Diocese of Lansing is upon us.
There are over 30 licensed migrant farms in our ten-county diocese. To
find out where the camps are you can log on to: www.dioceseoflansing.
org/hispanicmigrant/index.html. The list will indicate the name of the
farm, its location and the camp’s maximum capacity. We are looking for
priests, deacons and lay volunteers who can visit these camps. Priests are
needed to celebrate mass and/or hear confessions. Deacons are invited
to regularly visit the camps and lead prayer services as well as Bible study
groups. Lay volunteers can help welcome the workers as well as organize
parish outreach to make sure the migrant workers have all they need both
physically and spiritually. Sometimes workers and their families only need
a friend and other times they need food, clothing and other necessities. If
you have any questions or are willing to help at any of the camps, please
contact: Colleen Andrews at 517-342-2560 or candrews@dioceseoflansing.
org. Colleen will put you in contact with one of the four Catholic Charities
agencies that coordinate the Churches work in the camps.

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Thank you to all parishes who
participated in the annual Catholic
Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD) Collection! Special thanks
to all pastors and deacons who
talked about the CCHD on Appeal
Sunday and Collection Sunday.
As of February 1, the CCHD office
received a total of $91,000. If
you have not already done so, be
sure to send your CCHD collection
to the diocesan office as soon as
possible for local and national grant
allocations.

CCHD Local Grant applications
are now available! Parishes and
groups may apply for funding for
local anti-poverty programs. All
applications must be postmarked
by Thursday, May 1, 2008. For
more information, call Rory
Hoipkemier at 517-342-2469.
Grant applications are available

on the diocesan website at www.
dioceseoflansing.org/cchd/index.
html or by contacting Colleen
Andrews at 517-342-2560.

ST. VINCENT

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
St. Vincent Catholic Charities has
increased services to the homeless
to meet the rising need in Michigan.
Transitional Housing for Homeless
Mothers (also known as Ballentine
Stepping Stones) is a supportive
service to assist homeless mothers
in meeting their goals to achieve
self-sufficiency. As of late 2007 and
early 2008, two more services to
the homeless were added. Now any
family, whether a single mother,
father or a married couple who find
themselves homeless can apply to
receive services. Additionally, those
who are homeless with disabilities,
whether or not they have children,
can also find assistance. If you
would like to learn more, visit www.
stvee.org or contact: Gina McKissic,
Director of Housing Services,
at 517-323-4734, ext. 1417 or
Mckissg@stvee.org.
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FORMATION

UPCOMING EVENTS
2008

April 6

Vocations to the Priesthood Sunday
- Good Shepherd Sunday - promote
vocations to the priesthood

April 17
Lay Ministry Regional Meeting
St. Elizabeth Parish, Tecumseh

April 25

PPMA Spring Event, Brighton -
pastoral ministers day of reflection
Presenter: Nick Synko

April 26
Spirituality Workshops
Diocesan Center

April 26
Discernment Workshops (Loyola)
St. Patrick Parish, Brighton

April 26-27

Women’s Discernment to Religious
Life Retreat - any single woman

is invited to discern God’s call to
consecrated life. Call: Sr. Mary Ann
Foggin at 517-342-2506

April 28-May 2

Priest Annual Retreat - Bethany
House, DeWitt

Presenter: Fr. Timothy Gallagher

May 4

Permanent Diaconate Discernment
Day

Diocesan Center - Madonna Hall
2:00 - 5:00pm

May 17

Permanent Deacon Aspirants Day
of Reflection

St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt
9:00am - 4:00pm

May 20-21
Diaconate Formation Board
Interviews

PASTORAL PLANNING

SHARING THE WEALTH...

A VALUED PEN PAL WHEN IT COUNTS MOST
The Pastoral Planning Office has seen a wealth of good ideas come to life
as the work of pastoral planning goes on in our parishes. Since March
2006, we have been featuring one of these ideas each month via the
“Sharing the Wealth” link on the diocesan webpage. We have fleshed-
out each idea in an article that tells you everything you need to know,
including contacts who will help you get started. As we add one each
month, it is becoming an impressive array of success stories. There are
26 articles there now. There is probably one or more that your parish can
adopt and adapt.

A few years ago, the Education Commission at St. Joseph Shrine Parish
in Brooklyn was grappling with an all-too common problem: How do we
keep in meaningful contact with our young parents? They were looking
for ways to show interest in their families and help support them in

their parenting and faith. That is when they hit on ‘Parent Letters’ as an
excellent tool for doing just that. Check out the "Sharing the Wealth" link

at http://www.dioceseoflansing.org to read the entire article.
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CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL DAY MASS SCHEDULE
The Office of Cemetery and Property management will include a Memorial
day Mass schedule for all parish cemeteries on its website.

Email your cemetery schedule (including the name of the celebrant),
whether concelebrated or not, time and place to:

pgarriepy@dioceseoflansing.org or fax 517-342-2519
|
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PROPERTIES

MARK THIS DATE
July 23, 20087

2008 Asbestos Awareness and Maintenance Seminar

The diocesan Office of Property Management will be offering a 2 hour
required "Asbestos Awareness Training" for all school maintenance
personnel. This year an "Asbestos Operations and Maintenance"
training, last offered a decade ago, will also be offered. Both trainings are
required under Federal AHERA regulations. Both training sessions will be
at St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt on July 23, 2008. More details to
follow.



FORMATION

June 6-7 Ministry Formation Retreat
St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt
June 14 Holy Hour for Vocations - No Ordinations in 2008
June 21 Celebrating 30 years of Loyola Program
June 27 Senior Priest Appreciation Luncheon
June 28 Candidacy Mass for Seminarians
St. Thomas Aquinas, East Lansing
4:30pm televised Mass
July 24 Priest Summer Day
Bethany House, DeWitt
Presenter: Msgr. Jeffrey Monforton, Rector of Sacred Heart
Seminary
July 25 Lugnuts Game - Family Night Celebrating Vocations
August 2nd Annual Priest Golf Outing
August 9 2nd Annual “Run thru Hell” - raising money for college

seminarian costs
Hell, Michigan (near St. Mary, Pinckney)

August 9-10 Feast of St. Lawrence - Deacon

Vocations to Permanent Diaconate celebrated this weekend
in parishes as per regional preparation

August 14-17 Seminarian Summer Gathering at Bethany House

August 16  Conversations in Ministry

Theme: Diversity Workshop or “Chataqua”

9:00am - 3:00pm

Location to be announced

Presenter: Ron Landfair, Director, Black Catholic Ministry
August 17 Seminary Informational Dinner - Bethany House, DeWitt

August 17-18 Discernment Retreat for Seminarian Prospects

Permanent Diaconate Rite of Candidacy and
Permanent Diaconate Institution to Acolyte

St. Mary Cathedral - Mass - 7:00pm.

Reception to follow in St. Mary Cathedral Parish Hall

August 27

September 9 Seminarian Golf Outing Fund Raiser - Hawk Hollow and
Eagle Eye Golf Courses - Sponsored by the Diocese
of Lansing and the Knights of Columbus.

October 3-5 Deacon Community Convocation
Shanty Creek - Bellaire, MI
Theme: “Renewing Sunday Preaching”
Presenters: NOCERCC team

October 6-9

3o0th Annual Presbyteral
Convocation

Shanty Creek - Bellaire, M1

Theme: “Renewing Sunday
Preaching”

Presenters: NOCERCC team

October 12
Laity Sunday

October 24

Lay Ministry Convocation -
Chataqua (TBA)

October 26

Priesthood Sunday - always the last
Sunday of October - something new
that has been started to celebrate
priesthood

November 8
Lay Ecclesial Commissioning
St. Mary Cathedral - 10:30am

November 22

Deacon Ordination??? - this is not
certain yet

November ??
Ongoing Formation Event

December 20-21
Seminarian Winter Gathering

2009
January 5-8

Region VI Forum for Pastoral
Leadership

Webers’ Inn, Ann Arbor

Theme: “Mary” - Perspectives of
other Faiths

May 1-3

Permanent Diaconate Pre-
Ordination Retreat
Bethany House, DeWitt

Presenter: Rev. Timothy Gallagher,
OMV

May 16

Permanent Diaconate Ordination
St. Thomas Aquinas, East Lansing -
10:00am

Reception to follow in school gym/
cafeteria



PLANNING SUMMER
SERVICE TRIPS

Goal 7.1: Engage youth, college
students and young adults
through ministry and creative
programming.
To plan summer service trips
or other overnight youth
programming, please download
the diocesan guidelines for service
trips and overnight programs
so that your youth will have a
meaningful faith filled experience
and be kept safe. Peace! http://

www.dioceseoflansing.org/
youthministry/index.html
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DIOCESAN YOUTH

LEADERSHIP CAMP
Goal 7.4: Nurture and develop the
leadership potential of youth and
young adults.

This June 15 - 20, 96 high school
youth will gather with a team

of adults and youth to develop
leadership skills and be formed

in Christian discipleship. Each
parish group that comes brings
back to their parish the skills and
commitment to help plan ministry
for youth in their parish and to
become more fully involved in the
life of the Church. Each year a
parish representative is asked to
attend a Thursday of camp. The
reply for this is included in the
leadership camp registration packet.

It is essential that the Coordinator
of Youth Ministry or another
representative of their ministry
be present. Due to space, each
parish is limited to one adult
representative on contact day.
You will have an opportunity to
meet with your youth and learn
more about what they will bring
back to your ministry. Please
make sure you reply to the youth
ministry office that you are coming.
http://www.dioceseoflansing.or
outhministry/index.html

EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

(Continued from Page 1)

With tape delays from Australia, we will hear from Pope Benedict XVI. We
will also hear his welcome, his words of encouragement and discipleship.
We will bring in national speakers, musicians and people of faith from a
diversity of cultures to celebrate our faith. Though it would be difficult

to register for Australia, it is still possible for youth to come with their
parishes to Ohio.

To find out more about “See You in Sidney”, go to our website and
download our information and registration material.

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/youthministry/index.html

If that is not possible, you can still do something very special. Please do
not deny our youth the opportunity to experience the greater Church that
so well expresses what it means to be Catholic. For the coming year, mark
down our diocesan events for middle school, high school and young adults.
Do not plan programs on those days, rather make it an essential part of
your experience of being Church to join us when we gather. There is one
Body in Christ, not many. We are all part of that same body. When we
gather, let us do so with thanksgiving. Pray for us as we gather each time,
especially pray for those who gather for World Youth Day this Summer,
whether in Australia or in our backyard, Sidney, Ohio. Peace!

Love in Jesus,
Pat Rinker
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CAFE

Goal 3.1: Create comprehensive continuing adult education and
Jormation opportunities.
Occasional bulletin inserts can be a way to provide
ongoing adult faith formation which parishioners can do

e according to their own personal schedules. Resources

o aaan for Christian Living (RCL) (877-275-4725) and St.
' Anthony Messenger Press (800-488-0488) provide a

number of such resources. Every Day Catholic from

ca'é St. Anthony Messenger Press is a two page, one sheet
monthly insert. It is professionally laid out with 4-color print. Produced
for busy people, it includes 6 short sections which relate faith to daily life.
Single subscriptions are $14.00 per year. Multiple subscriptions quickly
reduce that price. A parish can get 300 copies per month for $75 a month.

739

EVERYONE
You will be receiving next month the 2007 - 2008 Annual Data
Gathering Instrument on Faith Formation for Adults, Teens and
Children. The deadline for return will be July 31, 2008. Begin now to
assemble your information, following the format of last year’s report. For
those of you on 10 month contracts, please complete the form before you
leave for the summer. If you have any questions, call: Michael Andrews at
517-342-2479; Pat Rinker at 517-342-2485; Pete Ries at 517-342-2486.



EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

SUMMER LEADERSHIP FORMATION
Goal 7.2: Engage more adults in ministry with youth & young adults.
Please mark the following Summer dates for leadership formation for
adults and young adults in youth and young adult ministry.

« July 31 & August 1, Overnight Basic Training in Youth Ministry
at Bethany House. This is for youth and adult leaders in youth
ministry. Parish groups remain together as small groups during
training. This is a great opportunity to build your core group for the
coming year.

« August 6, Orientation for new DRE’s, CYM’s, Pastoral
Ministers and Principals. This day is required for all new
administrators. It will be held at the Diocesan Center in Lansing.

« August 15 - 17, Nuts & Bolts Conference for adult leaders in youth
and young adult and adult leaders in young adult ministry. It will be
held at the Weber Inn in Ann Arbor. Steve Angrisano is our keynote
and featured presenter on Saturday. Workshops will be available in
basic youth ministry, young adult ministry and Spanish speaking track.
The focus of theme track and Spanish speaking track will be preparing
for and responding to crisis in ministerial settings and in the lives of
our people.

MINISTRY POSITION OPENINGS
Common Strategy 3: Assist every parish to develop a plan to improve
communication.
If your parish is seeking applicants for a position, or you or someone you
know is interested in current openings in youth or young adult ministry,
religious education, adult faith formation RCIA, evangelization or
pastoral ministry, call: Pat Rinker at 517-342-2486; Michael Andrews at
517-342-2479; Pete Ries at 517-342-2486; Nancy Joseph at 517-342-2512.
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JOB BANK
Common Strategy 3: Assist every parish to develop a plan to improve
communication.

To post a position opening or if any individual would like to list themselves
as an applicant, contact: National Conference for Catechetical Leadership
job bank at http://www.nccl.org. If you have any questions, call:
202-884-9753.

PASTORS/PASTORAL
COORDINATORS

Goal 4.1: Clearly define present
roles and create new roles in the
Church to serve the pastoral and
spiritual needs of people.
Job performance appraisal/
administrative review forms for
the 2007 - 2008 fiscal year and
contracts for 2008 - 2009 have been
sent to all principals, DREs, CYMs,
Directors of Adult Faith Formation,
RCIA Directors and Directors of
Evangelization. Call: Department
of Education and Catechesis for
information.

SEND US PHOTOS OF
YOUR EVENTS

Common Strategy 3: Assist
every parish to develop a plan to
improve communication.
Consider sending Pete Ries pictures
of program activity in the areas
of adult faith formation, RCIA
and evangelization. If you need
them returned, please indicate
that. You can also email pictures
from a digital camera. We are
currently seeking pictures for
an evangelization, RCIA, adult
faith formation display board and
possibly for FAITH Magazine.

WELCOME HOME SUNDAY
FEEDBACK

Goal 2: Commit to our mission of

evangelization by sharing the joy

and promise of the gospel with

inactive and alienated Catholics

and the unchurched.

A mailing has been sent to all

Welcome Home Sunday parish

contacts and pastors/pastoral

coordinators to get feedback and

information about 2007 - 2008

activity. Please confer to fill out

the feedback form and fax it back

to Pete Ries at 517-342-2515. A

summary of information received

will be shared with parishes.



April 12

April 13

April 14

April 15

April 16

April 17

DIOCESAN CALENDAR - APRIL 2008

Youth Events & DYAC - St. Paul, Owosso, 8:00am  April 17
We Care Seminar - St. Robert Bellarmine,

Flushing, 9:00am - 3:00pm

St. Mary Confirmation - Chelsea, 4:30pm

St. Patrick Confirmation - Ann Arbor, 4:30pm

4th Sunday of Easter

St. Mary on the Lake Confirmation - Manitou

Beach , 9:30am April 18
Family of Americas Ovulation Method (NFP) -
Holy Family Church, Grand Blanc, 7:00pm

We Care Seminar - Madonna Hall, 6:30 - 9:30pm
Protecting God’s Children Awareness Session -
Holy Family, Grand Blanc, 6:30pm April 19
Protecting God’s Children Awareness Session - St.

Gerard Parish, Lansing, 6:30pm

Holy Redeemer Confirmation - Burton, 7:00pm

Diocesan CAFE Advisory Committee - Diocesan

Center, 9:30am - 12:30pm

Diocesan Christian Initiation Advisory Committee

- Diocesan Center, 12:00 - 2:30pm

We Care Seminar - Madonna Hall, 6:30 - 9:30pm

St. Mary Confirmation - Mt. Morris, 7:00pm

St. Anthony Confirmation - Hillsdale, 7:0o0pm

Lay Ministry Regional Meeting - St. Elizabeth,
Tecumseh

April 18 - 20

Catholic Charities Day - Diocesan Center, Lansing
Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, 1:00 -
4:00pm

We Care Seminar - St. Gerard, Lansing, 6:30 -
9:30pm

Introduction to NFP Class - Most Holy Trinity,
Fowler, 7:00 - 9:00pm

We Care Seminar - St. Patrick Church, Livingston
County, 6:00 - 9:00pm

We Care Seminar - St. Andrew, Saline, 6:30 -
9:00pm

Women’s Discernment to Religious Life Retreat
We Care Seminar - St. Andrew, Saline, 9:00am -
12:30pm

We Care Seminar - St. Patrick Church, Livingston
County, 10:00am - 1:00pm

Holy Spirit Confirmation - Hamburg, 10:00am
Billings Ovulation Method Class (NFP) - St.
Anthony, Hillsdale, 10:00am

Caregiver & Person with disAbilities Retreat Day -
St. Patrick’s Parish, Brighton, 2:00 - 5:00pm

St. Mary Confirmation - St. Mary Student Parish,
Ann Arbor, 5:00pm

Cantate Domino Ecumenical Children’s Choir -
St. Mary Cathedral, 5:00pm Liturgy

Help us decrease printing and posting expenses!

To receive VOICES Alive via e-mail each month, send a request to mdiebold@DioceseofLansing.org



